
“What happens here today is the first proof of the 
SDSN Northern Europe”, said Guido Schmidt-
Traub, executive director of the SDSN global sec-
retariat in Paris. “You up here in the Nordic Region 
are amazing when it comes to make things happen, 
and by this you have a fantastic global voice”.

Mr Schmidt-Traub was one of the speakers at day 
one of launching the Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network Northern Europe, SDSN NE, 
hosted by the Centre for Environment and Sustain-
ability at Chalmers University of Technology and 
University of Gothenburg. It gathered about 300 
leading international researchers at the Chalmers 
Conference Center in Gothenburg, Sweden. 

The overall question to be answered in the seminar 
“Science-based transformations 2030” was how the 
SDSN NE can become a first class motor for 
science in its contribution to the implementation 
of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
in the Agenda 2030. 

Or, as simple and clearly said by one of the speak-
ers: “the network needs to support our struggle to 
cooperate with industry and policymakers in 
order to scale up all the good ideas and results 
there are in science. We are tired of getting stuck 
in pilot stages.” 

Though presenting a large scale of experiences 
from different fields, the visiting researchers gave 
a clear signal – Let´s team up with industry and 
policymakers to find the guidelines, the business 
models and the financing mechanisms needed for 
a transformation into a sustainable future.
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TEAM UP WITH BUSINESS, POLICYMAKERS AND CIVIL SOCIETY

A deep and lively discussion about the role of research 
for the SDGs and the SDSN NE, aimed to affect the 
network´s next step, ended up in the following key 
take-aways:

COLLABORATION – Break down silos within 
academia, barriers between stakeholders and identify 
ways of fruitful collaboration. Connect to the 
national SDG agendas.

COMMUNICATION – Of course there is also a 
need of new knowledge, but there is already enough 
knowledge and scientific results to make things hap-
pen. We need to pack and communicate this in a way 
that meets the needs in industry, among policymak-
ers and in society on the whole. Think i-m-p-l-e-m-
e-n-t-a-t-i-o-n.

STRUCTURE – The SDSN network needs to find 
structures that support dialogue and creates trust 
between unequal features in society on one hand, but 
also works effectively and creates results on the other.

CHANGES and RISKS – Be prepared to deal with 
not only technological transformation, but also to be 
a part of systemic shifts.

EDUCATION – don´t forget to educate coming 
generations!
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