
Action corners
The interactive part of SIF Integration was arranged 
during an afternoon session called “Action corners”. The 
aim was to support the Nordic countries’ integration 
efforts and to offer a unique opportunity to get feedback, 
“Action points”, on how to improve work and strategies 
for a more inclusive society. 
   The setup of the session was arranged with four action 
corners. Each corner was represented by organiza-
tions from various sectors, and seminar participants 
were encouraged to visit the representatives in several 
corners in a consecutive way to enable interaction rep-
resentatives from various organisations and sectors. 
Some guiding points of departure for the discussion 
were distributed beforehand and touched upon: Pro-
moting integration; The role and responsibility of each 
sector; The need for collaboration to promote integra-
tion; Identifying and bridging knowledge gaps.

Corners 
Academy corner 
GU Ventures 
SDSN Northern Europe 

Labor market 
Swedish Agency for Economic and Regional Growth
Akava (national labor confederations of Finland)
Employment and economic development office, Finland

Social innovation & Investment 
Vinnova
Forum for Social Innovation Sweden

Policy & Planning 
KL (member organization for municipalities in  
Denmark)
SKL (member organization for municipalities in 
Sweden)

Action points

Solutions Initiative Forum

Following Action points were identified:

SKL, Sweden
The negative impact on a previous agreement between 
the Swedish government, SKL and civil society due to 
development of IOPs (idea-driven and public partner-
ship) was identified. This has resulted in less attention to 
action plans that was initiated by municipalities. 
   Further development of “social impact bounds” (SIB) 
which entail a profit-funded model. A comparison was 
made with the Business Improvement District (BID), 
which is a corresponding model between business and 
municipalities. 
   Applying for funding is very time-consuming for the 
idea-driven sector as well as for the public sector. A 
request for simplified application and funding schemes 
was expressed. 

Following up:
All comments will be put forward to colleagues who 
work on issues relating to cooperation between munici-
palities / county councils / regions and civil society.

Contact: 
Lotta Dahlerus
SKL (Sveriges Kommuner och Landsting)
www.skl.se
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www.unsdsn-ne.org

Employment and economic development office, 
Finland
The discussions in this corner were mostly of a gen-
eral character, and topics included a broad spectrum 
of areas, such as: Women´s integration, integration in 
rural areas, agricultural projects in cities and problems 
related to starting business.

Following up:
TE services provided at the Employment and economic 
development office are strictly regulated by legislation 
but in the daily face-to-face encounters with customers, 
special focus can be put e.g. on women´s education and 
we will keep on with the good integration work in the 
rural areas of Coastal Southern Ostrobothnia.

Contact: 
Hilkka Möttus
Employment and economic development office, Finland 
/ Österbottens TE-byrå
www.te-palvelut.fi
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SDSN Northern Europe
The actions that were discussed reflects ideas on how 
universities can be instrumental in the work towards 
achieving Agenda 2030 and the SDGs:
   Use more practical approaches in sustainability teaching 
and when interacting with other organizations. The point 
was that provision of more hands-on approach and more 
hands-on examples will make it easier to understand the 
sustainability goals and Agenda 2030.
   Academic staff and lecturers, but potentially also univer-
sity students, could visit high schools and teach high school 
students, and their teachers, about the sustainability goals 
and Agenda 2030. 
   Universities could perform more research about business 
models for sustainable business, i.e. perform research on 
how to replace Business as usual with Business for sustain-
ability.

Following up:
One way forward might be addressed by providing educa-
tional courses, or through MOOCs (see for example https://
www.coursera.org/learn/global-sustainable-development). 
Another idea is to organize workshops for teachers at uni-
versity- and high school levels on pedagogical techniques to 
make the teaching about Agenda 2030 more alive. This will 
inevitably become a more local initiative that may not be 
spread out as effectively among members. Possibly, one can 
also consider producing a film and a short report on how to 
make the teaching about Agenda 2030 more alive, but it is a 
much bigger project. Perhaps the last two proposals can be 
combined to produce a movie using material (movie clips) 
from workshops with teachers.

Contact: 
Martin Eriksson
SDSN Northern Europe
www.unsdsn-ne.org
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